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Industry overview: US new commercial vehicle registration 
summary first nine months, 3rd quarter and September 2016 (based on 

VIN-defined vehicle definition) 
 

New commercial vehicle registrations for gross vehicle weight (GVW) 3–8 vehicles for 
the first nine months of the 2016 calendar year (CY) totaled 525,623 units, a decline of 
3.4% from the same period in the  2015 CY. The significiant decline by GVW 8 vehicles, 
18.3%, offset the increases in other GVWs resulting in the overall decline for the total 
commercial vehicle market. On a positive note, total GVW 3-8 vehicle new registrations 
were above the 500,000 unit level during the first nine months of the calendar year for 
only the fifth time since the 2000 CY. When the first nine months of the 2016 CY are 
compared to the same period in the 2015 CY, new registrations  year-over-year (YOY) 
increases were largest in GVW 4 (22.2%), GVW 6 (13.2%) and GVW 5 (11.0%) vehicles. 
GVW 3 vehicles were up only .2% in the first nine months of the 2016 CY and GVW 7 
vehicles were down 1.5% YOY.  

New commercial registrations (GVW 3–8) for the first nine months of each calendar year 

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2000–16 new registration data 

The decline in GVW 8 new registrations can be directly attributed to the decline in new 
registrations by fleets operating 500+ vehicles. We started to see this pattern develop 
during the last half of the 2015 CY and it has continued through the first nine months of 
the 2016 CY. Specifically, new registrations of GVW 8 vehicles by large fleets were down 
25.5% in the nine month period compared to the same nine months last calendar year. 
These large fleets accounted for 45.3% of GVW 8 new registrations versus 49.6% in the 
same nine month period in the 2015 CY. 

GVW 8 new registrations and large fleets share of GVW 8 new registrations by calendar 
year 

 Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2005–16 new registration data 
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New registrations of commercial vehicles in the third quarter of the 2016 CY were down 
9.6% from the third quarter in the 2015 CY. The third quarter of a CY has typically been 
one of the strongest quarters for new registrations and since the 2008 CY, new 
registrations of GVW 3-8 vehicles have been higher in the third quarter than in the 
second quarter; however, that trend stopped this year as new registrations of GVW 3-8 
vehicles actually declined 5.2% from the level of new registrations during the second 
quarter of the 2016 CY.   

New commercial registrations (GVW 3–8) by quarter of each calendar year 

 

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2006–16 new registration data 

 

Historically, the combined total of GVW 4-7 new vehicle registrations have been the 
dominant segment of the commercial vehicle market. However, starting with the 
recovery in the 2011 CY, GVW 8 vehicles became the dominant vehicle segment. As 
previously mentioned, the strength of GVW 8 new registrations was the result of a 
significant increase in new registreations by large fleets. New registrations of GVW 8 
vehicles by large fleets are down significantly in the first nine months of the 2016 CY and 
the increases in new registrations of the middle GVWs has shifted back to a more 
normal pre-recession GVW alignment.   

 

New commercial registrations by calendar year and first six months of the 2016 CY 

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2000–16 new registration data 

There were 55,481 new registrations in September 2016, representing a 12.0% decline 
from September 2015. To reinforce the comments made regarding the softness in GVW 
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8 new registration performance, in September GVW 8 new registrations were down 
31.1% from September in the 2015 CY. In the month of September only 43.8% of new 
registrations were attributed to large fleets, versus 50.7% in September 2015 and 
registrations by these large fleets were down 40.5% in the month of September versus 
September 2015. 

New commercial registrations (GVW 3–8) by month  

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2012 to 2016 new registration data 

Index of US commercial vehicle activity (GVW 3–8) based on 
current monthly new registration activity 

The index of US commercial vehicle activity for each GVW was developed to provide an 
additional tool in the planning arsenal of companies that conduct business in multiple 
GVWs and need to know where each vehicle class is trending based on current monthly 
new registration activity. 

The index is a process whereby monthly and calendar year-to-date (YTD) registrations 
equate to the expected annualized volume for a given group of vehicles. To develop the 
index, we analyzed new registration history over an extended period of time and 
developed a set of factors for each month and each GVW. By applying the factors to a 
specific month and the calendar YTD new commercial vehicle registration totals, a 
determination can be made for the annualized volume expected for each GVW. By 
comparing the monthly and calendar YTD annualized numbers, we can determine 
whether the market is performing, in the short term, more strongly than would 
historically be expected. This then allows for a level of expectation for the year based on 
the short-term performance. Our analysis has shown that the index is a good predictor 
of the direction of the calendar year registrations and, therefore, can be a useful tool for 
short-term planning and understanding the implied strength/weakness of the 
commercial vehicle market.  

New commercial registrations during the first nine months of the 2016 CY indicate that 
new registration during the 2016 CY will be down about 4.3% from the level of new 
registrations during the 2015 CY. The pattern for the 2016 CY was established with the 
Index at the end of the first quarter and has moved in a narrow band since then. The 
reduction in the third quarter Index is the result of the continued weakening of new 
registrations of GVW 8 vehicles.    
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The Index continues to show strength in GVWs 4-6 with both GVWs 3 and 7 about equal 
with the 2015 level of new registrations.  

Index of commercial vehicle activity compared to previous calendar years  

 

 
New registrations 
Sept. 2016 Index  

(thousand) 

 
New registrations 
June 2016 Index  

(thousand) 

 
New registrations 
March 2016 Index  

(thousand) 

 
New registrations  

CY 2015 
(thousand) 

Percent change 
(%)  

Sept Index vs. 
2015 CY  

GVW 3 230 228 230 229 .4 

GVW 4 51 58 46 44 15.9 

GVW 5 68 68 68 62 9.7 

GVW 6 62 60 60 57 8.8 

GVW 7 65 66 67 65 - 

GVW 8 209 220 221 259 -19.3 

Total 685 700 692 716 -4.3 

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2015–16 new registration data 

Industry overview: US new commercial vehicle registrations  

Geographic boundaries 

 

When total GVW 3–8 new commercial vehicle registrations are examined by geographic 
region, the location of major fleets, dealers, customer preferences, and the business 
environment gives each region a specific business profile. The individual region’s shares 
of total new registrations have been fairly consistent, with the South and Central 
region’s accounting for the largest share of commercial vehicle new registrations 
followed by the West and Northeast regions.  

The following chart shows each region’s share of new commercial vehicle registrations 
since the 2001 CY. With the large number of diverse major fleets in the South, a strong 
case can be made that new registrations in the region are a good indicator of the health 
of the industry. The locations of the fleets and the type of vehicles they run have an 
impact on the performance of each region. 

New registrations in both the South and Central regions are down significantly in the 
first nine months of the 2016 CY compared to historical levels. Specifically, the South 
region accounted for 30.3% of total new registrations during the first nine months of the 
2016 CY, the lowest (30.2%) share of total new GVW 3-8 vehicle registrations since the 
2009 CY when the country was at the low point in new commercial vehicle registrations.  
At the same time, new GVW 3-8 registrations in the Central region, in the first nine 
months, were 27.6%, down from 30.7% in the 2015 CY and at their lowest point since 
2009 CY when the region accounted for 26.7% of total new GVW 3-8 registrations. Both 
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the South and Central region are large locations for new registrations of GVW 8 vehicles 
by large fleets.  

New commercial vehicle registrations by region (%) 

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2001–16 new registration data 

In the first nine months of the 2016 CY, new registrations of total GVW 3-8 vehicles 
were down 3.4%; however, a different picture is painted when each of the regions is 
examined individually.  The Northeast and West regions did extremely well, up 8.8% and 
7.1% YOY respectively. In the Northeast region, with the exception of GVW 4 vehicles, 
the region outperformed the national total in each of the other GVWs. Likewise, in the 
West region, only GVW 7 vehicles were below the national average.     

New commercial vehicle registrations % change (%) first nine months of 2016 CY 
versus first nine months of the 2015 CY 

  GVW 3 GVW 4 GVW 5 GVW 6 GVW 7 GVW 8 Total 

CENTRAL -7.9% 8.2% 11.8% -13.5% -13.5% -23.7% -14.8% 

NORTHEAST 13.0% 16.3% 11.3% 31.5% 7.9% -7.3% 8.8% 

SOUTH -3.1% 11.4% 10.1% 4.3% 4.4% -19.1% -5.7% 

WEST 2.6% 42.8% 11.0% 43.4% -3.5% -11.0% 7.1% 

Grand Total 0.2% 22.2% 11.0% 13.6% -1.5% -18.3% -3.4% 
 
Shaded areas denote higher percent change versus industry within a GVW. 

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2015–16 new registration data 

GVW 8 new registrations are extremely important to the over health of the commercial 
vehicle market. The following chart is provided for a better understanding of where 
GVW 8 new registrations occur and the importance of GVW 8 new registrations within a 
region. GVW 8 new registrations account for the largest share of the Central region, 
consistently above 40.0% since the beginning of the recovery in the 2011 CY. The high 
point was during the 2015 CY when GVW 8 vehicles accounted for 49.5% of total 
commercial vehicle new registrations in the region. The decline in GVW 8 new registrations 

within the Central region is driven by the decline in new registrations of large fleets 
within the region.   
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New GVW 8 commercial vehicle registrations by region (%) 

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2005–16 new registration data 

Manufacturer performance 

During the first nine months of the 2016 CY, manufacturers that we track that had a YOY 
increase in new registrations were: Chevrolet (5.3%), Ford (9.7%), GMC (18.4%), Hino 
(9.8%), Isuzu (2.4%) and Mercedes-Benz (9.7%).  

New commercial vehicle registrations by manufacturer 

Manufacturer 
 

Jan-Sept 2106 
 % Chg. 

Jan-Sept 
2016 

Jan-Sept 
2015 

2016 
O/U 

 

Jan-Sept 
2016 From Jan-Sept 2015 Share Share 2015 

CHEVROLET 37500 5.3% 7.1% 6.5% 0.6% 

DODGE/RAM 45929 -3.9% 8.7% 8.8% 0.0% 

FORD 156447 9.7% 29.8% 26.2% 3.5% 

FREIGHTLINER 94701 -11.7% 18.0% 19.7% -1.7% 

GMC 14869 18.4% 2.8% 2.3% 0.5% 

HINO 9000 9.8% 1.7% 1.5% 0.2% 

INTERNATIONAL 29516 -19.0% 5.6% 6.7% -1.1% 

ISUZU 15035 2.4% 2.9% 2.7% 0.2% 

KENWORTH 28131 -16.4% 5.4% 6.2% -0.8% 

MACK 13555 -13.7% 2.6% 2.9% -0.3% 

MER-BENZ 7678 9.7% 1.5% 1.3% 0.2% 

MIT- FUSO  405 -67.9% 0.1% 0.2% -0.2% 

PETERBILT 24898 -11.8% 4.7% 5.2% -0.5% 

VOLVO 16648 -27.6% 3.2% 4.2% -1.1% 

WESTERN STAR 4104 -2.0% 0.8% 0.8% 0.0% 

OTHER 27207 5.1% 5.2% 4.8% 0.4% 

GRAND TOTAL 525623 -3.3 100.0% 100.0% 
 Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2015–16 new registration data 



                                                                                                                                     September 2016  

©2016 IHS. All rights reserved. Any use of this material requires written consent. 9  

Ford remains the leading manufacturer of commercial vehicles with a 29.8% share of 
new registrations during the first nine months of the 2016 CY. Ford new registrations 
were up 9.7% from the same period in the 2015 CY and Ford share increased by 3.5 
share points. The Ford share increase in the first nine months of the 2016 CY versus the 
same period last year was due to segment leading penetration in GVWs 3-6, ranging 
from a low of 34.2% in GVW 6 to a high of 67.9% in GVW 4. In GVW 4 and GVW 6, new 
registrations of Ford models increased 47.0% and 39.9% respectively versus the same 
period in the 2015 CY. 

Engine summary  

Commercial vehicle owners still firmly support diesel as indicated by the 74.7% share of 
total new registrations accounted for by diesel-powered engines during first nine 
months of the 2016 CY. The decline in diesel penetration, from the 77.5% achieved in 
the 2015 CY, is the result of: 1) significant decline in GVW 8 vehicles which are primarily 
diesel powered, 2) the significant increase in GVW 4 vehicles and a 45.9% increase in 
gasoline powered vehicles in GVW 4 and 3) a 39.1% increase in gasoline powered 
engines in GVW 6 while the segment only increased 13.6%.  

There were 3,965 new registrations of commercial vehicles powered by a compressed 
natural gas engine, installed at the factory, during the first nine months of the 2016 CY, 
down 11.7% from the same period in the 2015 CY.  

Diesel engine penetration (%) by GVW 

 
Jan-Sept. 

2016 
 (%) 

 
2015 CY 

(%) 

 
2014 CY 

(%) 

 
2013 CY 

(%) 

 
2012 CY 

(%) 

GVW 3 65.4 64.8 66.6 68.7 70.5 

GVW 4 20.6 28.7 27.1 26.3 31.4 

GVW 5 70.4 67.9 70.2 70.2 73.2 

GVW 6 69.7 72.2 75.3 73.6 81.2 

GVW 7 94.7 95.7 96.2 95.7 98.4 

GVW 8 95.3 96.1 95.5 96.1 96.7 

Total 74.7 77.5 77.7 77.9 81.0 

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2012–16 registration data 

Even with the significant YOY decline in new registrations of GVW 8 vehicles during the 
first nine months of the 2016 CY, Cummins was able to make up most of the decline 
with increases in installations of diesel powered engines in GVW 6 and 7 vehicles. The 
net result was only a 1.1 share point loss from the level attained during the 2015 CY. 

Commercial diesel engine manufacturer performance 

Manufacturer 

Jan-Sept 
2016  
(%) 

2015 CY  
Share 
 (%) 

 2014 CY  
Share  

(%) 

 2013 CY 
Share  

(%) 

 2012 CY  
Share 

(%) 

Cummins 39.0 39.5 38.6 36.3 36.0 

Ford 17.6 15.0 16.0 17.0 16.0 

Detroit Diesel 11.9 13.8 12.6 11.1 10.3 

Other 31.5 31.7 32.8 35.6 37.7 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2012–16 registration data 
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Fleet summary  

Within each GVW, there is a specific pattern of buying by fleets that is most easily seen 
by looking at the national fleet size of each company that registered a new vehicle. For 
analysis purposes, fleets are examined in three categories: 1 unit, 2–499 units, and 500+ 
units.   

During the January-September period of the 2016 CY, new registrations by fleets 
operating 500+ vehicles declined 8.1% from the level achieved during the same period 
in the 2015 CY. New registrations from fleets operating 500+ vehicles accounted for 
32.9% during the nine-month period of the 2016 CY.   

Summary of fleet size (GVW 3–8) 

 

 
Jan-Sept 2016 
% Chg. Versus 
 Jan-Sept CY 

2015 

 
 

Jan-Sept. 
2016 

% of Ind. 
(%) 

 
 

2015 CY 
% of Ind. 

% 

 
 

 2014 CY  
% of Ind. 

% 

 
 

2013 CY  
% of Ind. 

% 

 
 

2012 CY  
% of Ind. 

% 

1 2.1 21.8 25.9 23.9 23.1 18.6 

2–499 -2.4 44.3 40.4 41.7 43.7 44.7 

500+ -8.1 32.9 33.7 34.4 33.2 36.7 

Total -3.4 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2012–16 registration data 

Fleets of 2–499 vehicles accounting for 44.2% of total new registrations during the first 
nine months of the 2016 CY, a significant increase from historical levels. Share of total 
industry new registrations, during the first nine months of the 2016 CY, accounted for by 
single vehicle fleets was down to 21.8%, the lowest level since the 2012 CY. This decline 
was the result of a decline in single vehicle fleets in GVW 8 (-4.8%) and GVW 3 (-1.1%).  

Summary of fleet size (GVW 3–8) share of total new registrations by calendar year 

 

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2005–16 registration data 

To illustrate the difference between looking at the fleet size for total GVW 3–8 vehicles 
versus a single GVW, the following table for GVW 8 vehicles is shown. Specifically, GVW 
8 new registrations have the highest level of activity by fleets operating 500+ vehicles in 
their national fleet, 45.3% in the first nine months of the 2016 CY. In addition, the table 
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shows new registrations for GVW 8 vehicles are more heavily weighted to fleets 
operating more than a single vehicle in their national fleet. The distribution of new 
registrations by fleet size indicates that 92.8% of new GVW 8 vehicles are registered by 
fleets operating two or more vehicles as compared with 78.2% for total GVW 3–8 
vehicles.  

Summary of GVW 8 fleet size  

 
Jan-Sept 2016 % Chg. 
versus Jan-Sept 2015 

CYTD 2016  
% of Ind. 

% 

CYTD 2015  
% of Ind. 

% 

1 -4.8 7.8 6.7 

2–499 -12.4 46.9 43.7 

500+ -25.5 45.3 49.6 

Total -14.7 100.0 100.0 
Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2015–16 registration data 

   

Vocational applications  

One of the questions that is often asked is, “How are the vehicles in various GVWs 
used?” One of the methods that we use to help answer this question is by identifying 
the primary business of the company registering the vehicle (This is one of the benefits 
of our partnership with D&B and the use of their SIC coding).We summarize this 
information into more than 30 categories. One of the primary categories is individual (a 
vehicle that is registered to a person rather than a business). This category allows us to 
understand the influence of retail incentives on drawing customers into a specific 
product or GVW. It also allows for a better understanding of the total owner-operator 
segment in GVW 8 vehicles, since not all owner-operators register their vehicle in a 
business name. 

This table shows the percent of business ownership for each of the GVWs. Both GVW 1c 
and GVW 2 vehicles are considered to be primarily for personal use, over 20% of GVW 
1C and over 30% of GVW 2 are registered to a business. With the number of new 
registrations approaching 10M units annually (2015 CY) for these two GVWs, this 
represents a sizable influence that business vehicles have on new registrations. GVW 3 
vehicles are a transitional group in that about half of the new registrations are typically 
registered to a business; however our data indicates that many of the vehicles 
registered to an individual are used by these individuals in the trades. For GVW 4 
through GVW 8 the percent of business ownership is between 70.0% and 96.0%. 

Summary of Business ownership of new registrations by GVW  

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2010–16 registration data 
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During the January-September period of the 2016 CY, the top four vocations plus 
individuals, share of total new registrations are about flat with 2015 CY. There has been 
a shift between vocations, due to the decline in GVW 8 new registrations, with general 
freight down about 2.0 points. Interesting GVW 8 new registrations to rental/leasing 
companies are down significantly; however this has been off set by strong rental/leasing 
new registrations in GVW 6. 

The following table identifies the top four vocations plus individuals. These five 
categories have typically accounted for 66% to 69% of total new registrations and are 
currently at the high end of the average at 67.8%. 

Top-five vocations by calendar year 

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2012–16 registration data 

 

Vehicles in operation summary (GVW 3–8)  

The number of commercial vehicles registered for use in the United States was 
12,964,000 units at the end of September 2016, an increase of 308,000 units from the 
end of the 2015 CY.  The source for our vehicle information, both vehicles in operation 
as well as new registration statistics, is the Department of Motor Vehicles within each 
state. 

Commercial vehicles in operation units (thousands) 

 September 
2016 

December 2015 December 2014 
GVW 3 3,783 3,653 3,478 
GVWs 4–7 5,147 5,045 4,953 
GVW 8 4,034 3,958 3,784 
Total 12,964 12,656 12,215 

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2014–16 registration data 

When we examine our vehicles in operation totals, our records indicate that just over 1 
million units are vehicles with a model year VIN prior to the 1990 model year. These 
vehicles represent the long tail of vehicles that are used in vocations that require low 
usage, like some farm or construction vehicles that have seasonal usage. Additionally, 
they represent vehicles within a GVW, like GVW 6, where a large percent of the vehicles 
start as straight truck with a 20 ft. box in the rental/lease business and continue to be 
used in vocations like delivery and various service sectors. 

Top vocations 

Jan-Sept   
2016 CY  

Share (%) 

 
2015 CY  

Share (%) 

 
2014 CY  

Share (%) 

 
2013 CY  

Share (%) 

 
2012 CY  

Share (%) 

Individual 22.7 21.9 21.4 21.7 19.8 

Rental/leasing 17.6 18.0 18.2 17.5 20.1 

General freight 11.4 13.6 13.2 12.4 13.7 

Services 9.4 9.3 9.5 9.3 9.3 

Construction 6.7 5.9 5.6 5.4 4.5 

Subtotal 67.8 68.7 67.5 66.3 67.4 
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We are often questioned about why we keep these older vehicles in our vehicle counts 
and our position is that someone has paid to register the vehicle with their local 
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) and therefore the vehicles remain in our counts. 

However, if the information requirement is vehicles that are more current, we can 
provide a count of VINs by year model and the resulting chart for GVW 3-8 vehicles 
would look like the following chart. This chart provides a summary of the vehicles 
registered to operate on the road by virtue of registering the vehicle with a local DMV. 

Commercial vehicles in operation units by GVW and model year 

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 1990–16 registration data 

New trailer summary   

New registrations of commercial trailers (more than 24 feet in length) in the first nine 
months of of the 2016 CY were up 13.3% from the comparable period in the 2015 CY. 
The trailer market continues to be driven by the van segment (including refrigerated 
units). Vans represented 72.1% of total commercial new trailer registrations during the 
January-September period in the 2016 CY versus 68.5% during the same period in the 
2015 CY. The increase in new trailer registrations is counter the overall demand for GVW 
8 vehicles, especially tractors which are down 22.7% YOY through the first nine months 
of the 2016 CY.   

New trailer registrations (24+ feet) by calendar year  

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2000–16 registration data 
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Component demand  

Based on our commercial aftermarket parts demand models, we have the capability to 
forecast demand for commercial vehicle components. Through extensive research with 
repair shops, service stations, and dealer repair facilities, we have developed 
replacement factors VIO data to determine overall demand for each of the modules and 
the components within each module. It is important to note that the capabilities of our 
models mirror those of the Polk TIP®Net product. Specifically, we can either narrow or 
expand our analysis to include fleet size, vocation application, and geography to name a 
few. Importantly, for a company that wants to either measure performance within a 
geographic area or expand their business within the area, our commercial aftermarket 
demand models provide an assessment of the part potential within the area as well as a 
list of the businesses within the area and their vehicle composition that drives the 
demand for the specific part. The measurement of performance versus demand as well 
as lead generation is a valuable use of the demand models.  

Our aftermarket commercial parts replacement analysis provides a demand forecast for 
filters, fuels, tires, engine parts, brake parts, electrical, cooling systems, steering 
systems, suspensions, wheel ends, and exhaust. Some of the parts that are available 
within the categories are starters, alternators, batteries, belts, power steering, and 
shock absorbers, to list a few. If these parts or any of the categories mentioned are the 
focus of your business, contact gary.meteer@ihsmarkit.com and we will furnish you 
with a full list of the parts and sample reports for your analysis.  

Commercial Vehicle Replacement Demand New and Reman Parts  

Following is a forecast of the demand for new and reman parts for the commercial 
vehicle industry for GVW 3-8 vehicles for the  next twelve months.. The table contains: 

1. Column one is the categories of parts we forecast that have a reman part 
available 

2. Column two is the number of parts we have identified with reman demand 

3. Colume three is the new part demand for the parts identified 

4. Column four is the demand for reman parts  

 Commercial Vehicle Replacement Demand Units (Thousands) 

 
NUMBER  

 
NEW TOTAL 

PART 
CATEGORY 

OF 
PARTS 

 
PARTS REMAN 

Brakes 19 
 

14,500 11,300 

Cooling 2 
 

600 200 

Electrical 2 
 

700 1,800 

Engine 9 
 

500 4,900 

Steering 2 
 

600 700 

TOTAL 34 
 

16,900 18,900 

     

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk registration data 
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Market performance by GVW group 

GVW 8 performance 

As mentioned earlier, GVW 8 new registrations for the first nine months of the 2016 CY 
were down 18.3% from the same period last calendar year. New registrations of GVW 8 
vehicles for each of the six major manufacturers were down in the January-September 
period versus the 2015 CY.  

Many questions have been raised as to why we include all manufacturers in our 
registration analysis versus just the major manufacturers within a segment. The answer 
is simple, the other manufacturers use many of the same components in their vehicles 
and since we have an obligation to keep our customer base advised of, not only new 
vehicle registrations, but also vehicles on the road that will require replacement parts. 
Therefore, we included all manufactured vehicles that we can identify within each 
product segment. 

 The following chart shows the six major GVW 8 manufacturers compared to the entire 
segment. As you can see, prior to the down turn the six major manufacturers accounted 
for around 80.0% of total GVW 8 new vehicle registrations; however, with the recovery 
these same manufacturers now account for over 90.0%. In the first nine months of the 
2016 CY, these six manufacturers share has decline and manufacturers like AUTOCAR 
(+4.6%), Oshkosh Motor (+42.9%), New Flyer (+9.9%), Prevost (+66.6%) and Thomas Bus 
(79.2%) have each gained share. 

The chart shows the significant increase that Freightliner has made since the 2008/2009 
CY, improving to over 33.0% of total GVW 8 new registrations. The rise in share by 
Freightliner is directly related to the decline in the new registrations of International 
GVW 8 vehicles. 

 

New registrations of GVW 8 major manufacturers 

 Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2006, 2014–16 registration data 

 

More than once the comment has been made about the significant decline in GVW 8 
vehicles during the first nine months of the 2016 CY. When GVW 8 vehicles are 
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examined by vehicle type, the analysis indicates that tractor trucks are actually down 
26.0% YOY and straight trucks are up 3.0%, versus the total decline of GVW 8 vehicles of 
18.3%. During the first nine months of the 2016 CY, tractor trucks accounted for 72.3% 
of the total tractor and straight truck new registrations, the lowest share since the 2009 
CY. 

New registrations of GVW 8 tractor trucks and straight trucks 

 Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2006, 2014–16 registration data 

 GVW 8 new registrations started the 2016 CY slow as each month trailed the 
comparable month in the 2015 CY. Not only has that trend continued but the gap 
between the new registrations in each month in the 2016 CY has continued to widen 
versus the comparable month in the 2015 CY.   

New commercial vehicle registrations GVW 8  

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2006, 2014–16 registration data 

GVW 7 performance 

GVW 7 new registrations in the January-September period of the 2016 CY were down 
1.5% from the same period in the 2015 CY. Freightliner remains the segment leader with 
a 41.9% share in the first nine months of the 2016 CY compared to a 41.3% share in the 
same period last calendar year. Blue Bird new registrations in the time period were up 
5.7% increasing their share of the segment to 14.3% in the period. IC Corp and 
International accounted for 15.8% and 10.0% respectively in the nine month period. 



                                                                                                                                     September 2016  

©2016 IHS. All rights reserved. Any use of this material requires written consent. 17  

New registrations of GVW 7 units in the first six months of the 2016 CY exceeded the 
comparable month in the 2015 CY, but still trail the record level of new registrations 
achieved during the 2006 CY. However, in the past three months, except for the 
traditional strong month of August when a significant number of school bus 
registrations take place, new registrations have shown a softening.  

New commercial vehicle registrations GVW 7 

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2006, 2014–16 registration data 

GVW 6 performance 

New registrations of GVW 6 vehicles were up 13.6% in the January-September period of 
the 2016 CY compared to the same period in the 2015 CY. Ford had the largest YOY 
increase, up 39.9% and Ford accounted for 34.2% of GVW 6 new registrations versus 
27.7% in the first nine months of the 2015 CY. 

New registrations in the 2016 CY show a fairly typical month to month pattern but at a 
much higher level than previous years. 

New commercial vehicle registrations GVW 6 

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2006, 2014–16 registration data 

GVW 5 performance 

GVW 5 new registrations were up 11.0% from the first nine months in the 2015 CY. This 
segment is performing at record monthly levels and the performance is heavily 
impacted by the dominant share accounted for by Ford. In the January-September 
period of the 2016 CY, Ford represented 67.9% of GVW 5 new vehicles registrations. 
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Dodge/Ram is a distant second with a 15.9% share, down from 17.1% share in the first 
nine months of the 2015 CY.  

New registrations of GVW 5 vehicles started the 2016 CY strong with significant YOY 
increases and the trend continued in each successive month until September when new 
registrations were actually down 3.9% from the first nine months in the 2015 CY.  

New commercial vehicle registrations GVW 5 

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2006, 2014–16 registration data 

GVW 4 performance 

GVW 4 vehicles represent the smallest segment of commercial vehicles, with new 
registrations in the January-September period of the 2016 CY totaling just 42,230 units. 
New registrations in the first nine months of the 2016 CY were up 22.2% compared to 
the same period last year. This increase in new registrations was the result of strong 
new registrations by Ford, which increased penetration of the GVW to 61.8%. On a YOY 
basis Hino also increased segment share (1.5 share points). 

After January, new registration in each successive month were better than the same 
month in the 2015 CY. 

New commercial vehicle registrations GVW 4 

 

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2006, 2014–15 registration data 
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GVW 3 performance 

New registrations of GVW 3 vehicles were up just .2% in the January-September period 
of the 2016 CY versus the same period in the 2015 CY. While Ford continues to 
dominate the segment with a 45.2% share, both Ford (-4.2%) and Ram (-6.8%) new 
registrations in the period were down on a YOY basis. All other major players in this 
GVW had a YOY increase in new registrations.  

On a month by month basis, new registrations are following a typical pattern. 

New commercial vehicle registrations GVW 3 

    

    
Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2006, 2014–16 registration data 

 

Industry overview: Canadian new commercial vehicle registrations 
summary first nine months and September 2016 (based on VIN-
defined vehicle definition) 

New commercial vehicle registrations (GVW 3–8) in Canada totaled 56,134 units in the 
first nine months of the 2016 CY, down 8.1% from the same period in the 2015 CY. As 
you can see from the following chart, Canadian new registrations during the first nine 
months of each calendar year have had a steady decline since the 2012 CY. 

Canadian new commercial vehicle registrations (GVW 3–8) for the first quarter by 
calendar year 

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2000–16 registration data 
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After a slow start in January, Canadian new registrations of commercial vehicles in 
February and March exceeded the same month in the 2015 CY. However, in five of the 
next six month’s new registrations did not equal or exceed the same month during the 
2015 CY. 

Canadian new commercial vehicle registrations (GVW 3–8) by month 

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2012–16 registration data 

The success or failure of the Canadian commercial vehicle business is tied directly to the 
demand for GVW 3 and GVW 8 vehicles. In the first nine months of the 2016 CY, GVW 3 
new registrations were up 2.1% and GVW 8 vehicles declined 19.8% when compared to 
the same period in the 2015 CY.  

Typically, new registrations of GVW 3 and GVW 8 vehicles would account for 
approximately the same share. However, with the significantly lower new registrations 
for GVW 8 vehicles, the gap between the two GVWs share is at one of its largest level.   

Canadian new commercial vehicle registrations by GVW  

 Jan-Sept 
2016 

Jan-Sept 2016 
% change from 2015 

Jan-Sept 2016 
Share of Ind. (%) 

 
Jan-Sept 2015 

Share of Ind. (%) 

GVW 3 23,800 2.1 42.5 38.4 

GVW 4 2,800 11.2 5.0 4.2 

GVW 5 4,600 -13.8 8.2 8.7 

GVW 6 1,100 -21.9 2.0 2.4 

GVW 7 4,600 -2.5 8.2 7.1 

GVW 8 19,200 -19.8 34.1 39.2 

Industry 56,100 -8.1 100.0 100.0 
Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2015–16 registration data 

Another way to look at the market in Canada, and to support the comment about the 
two GVWs having equal share, is by grouping GVW 4-7 vehicles (chart on next page). 
The importance of strong GVW 3 and GVW 8 new registrations to the overall success of 
commercial vehicle registrations in Canada is apparent when the data is looked at in this 
manner.  

GVW 3 new registrations during the first nine months of the 2016 CY were above 42.0% 
of the commercial market for the first time since the 2000 CY and the 34.1% share of 
total new registrations for GVW 8 vehicles was the lowest during the same time period. 
The middle GVWs have remained at a consistent level of 22.0-23.0% since the 2011 CY. 
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Canadian new commercial vehicle registrations by GVW since 2000 calendar year  

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 2000–16 registration data 

There are currently 1.3 million GVW 3-8 vehicles registered to operate in Canada, this 
total includes reporting from each of the provinces. Of this total, there are 74,000 
vehicles that are a 1989 or older year model vehicle. The following chart shows the 
vehicle population of the 1,226 million vehicles with a model year designation of 1990 
or newer. 

Canadian GVW 3-8 vehicles in operation by year model  

Source: IHS Automotive, Polk 1990–17 registration data 

For additional information, to add an individual to our distribution list, or to clarify 
information contained in this report, please contact Gary Meteer at: 
gary.meteer@ihsmarkit.com. (Please note the new email address). Any use of this 
material including reproduction, modification, distribution, or republication without 
the prior written consent of IHS Automotive is strictly prohibited. 
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